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THORAX 



If a patient dates irregular or persistent 
cough from a time when he thinks he **swal- 
lowed** or inspired a foreign body, the fact 
that the physical signs elicited upon examina- 
tion of the chest are peculiar — different from 
those found in ordinary types of bronchitis — 
points strongly to the presence of a foreign 
body. 

A foreign body lodged in a bronchus may 
present a symptom-complex identical with pul- 
monary tuberculosis in a child — ^the history of 
aspiration of the foreign body may be wanting. 

Bronchiectasis is not rarely complicated by 
brain abscess. 

The chief causative factors in peripleuritic 
abscesses are actinomycosis and typhoid osteo- 
myelitis. A careful history as to a previous 
typhoid and a thorough microscopic examina- 
tion of the pus should be secured. 

A peripleuritic abscess due to caries of a 
rib may give all the signs and symptoms of an 
encapsulated empyema. Aspiration of the 
chest usually withdraws clear fluid (an effu- 
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irritation from contact with the secretions* the 
organ is readily inspected and the gauze is easily 
drawn off by a little pull at one of its clean 
corners. 

If a urethral discharge persists in spite of 
active treatment, especially if it be by silver 
salts, discontinue treatment for a while. 

If a patient with acute gonorrhea is kept in 
bed on a restricted diet, the saving of time in 
the cure will amply repay him for the con- 
finement. 

Non-specific ^urethral discharges in young 
boys may be due to foreign bodies introduced 
while masturbating. 

Examine the inguinal regions for hernia in 
all cases of very tight prepuce causing difficulty 
in micturition. 

**Sexual neurasthenia** in the male not infre- 
quently depends on disease in the posterior 
urethra. Examine this area with the urethro- 
scope and treat it locally. 
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ANESTHI^IS 



never draw the arms alongside the head, nor 
permit the strap of a leg-holder to press, for 
more than a few minutes at a time, upon the 
brachial plexus in the neck. 

Nitrous oxide narcosis can, in most cases, be 
continued "smoothly," with no cyanosis and 
with fair degree of relaxation, even for an hour. 
A laparotomy may thus be performed, if ether 
and chloroform are contraindicated. To se- 
cure such a narcosis it is best to use an appa- 
ratus that permits exhalation into the gas bag, 
and which has a valve for the admission of air. 
The bag should not be distended fully. After 
brief air and gas administrations, air is turned 
off and the patient breathes N2O and his own 
CO2. At short intervals, and whenever there 
is any cyanosis, a single breath of pure air is 
allowed. Twitching is an indication to give 
the patient air. 

Intratracheal anesthesia (Meltzer) is quite 
acceptable for operations other than intratho- 
racic. The etherization is almost automatic, 
the danger of over-etherization is minimized, 
and coughing, straining and mucous accumula- 
tion are obviated. 
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for twenty-four hours in one per cent solution 
of methyl violet, before the boiling. 

)X^en suturing a wound of the scrotum, if 
the tissue (dartos) is contracted, apply a warm 
compress for a moment to cause relaxation. 

Skin sutures must not be closely placed in fat 
subjects. Provision should be made for the 
escape of fat droplets. 

In removing a skin suture, pull up on one side 
and cut it as close to the skin as possible. This 
is in order to avoid drawing any of the exposed 
part of the suture through the wound and thus 
possibly infecting it. 

One is wise in making assurance doubly sure 
by tying each fascial suture with three knots 
instead of two. 

Everything is to be gained and nothing to be EXAMINATIONS 
lost by having patients remove enough of their 
clothing to allow of a completely satisfactory 
examination in all cases. Instances can be 
called to mind, by any physician, of erroneous 
judgments arrived at before exposure of other 
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